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Serial No. 10/001,257 filed 11/27/2001 

Amendment dated July 7, 2005 

Response to Notice of Allowance of 04/07/2005 

Amendments to the Claims 

This listing of claims will replace all prior versions and listings of claims in the application: 

Claims 1-70 (cancelled) 

7 1 , (Currently Amended) A method, comprising: 

(a) providing a no-spill drinking apparatus, said apparatus being provided for a user to 
Ht-ink liquid out of, and to prevent accidental spilling of liquid by the user; 

(b) said no-spill drinking apparatus comprising a cap, said cap further comprising a 
spout, said cap being provided for the user to drink liquid from said spout, and to 
prevent spilling of liquid out of said Spout when the user is not drinking from said 
spout; 

(c) said cap comprising a valve, said valve comprising a flexible material, said flexible 
material comprising an opening therein; 

(d) said apparatus comprising a blocking element below said flexible material; 

(e) wherein said opening of said flexible material rests against said blocking element 
when the user is not drinking from said spout; 

(f) wherein said flexible material rises off of said blocking element, unblocking said 
opening, when the user sucks through said spout to drink from said spout; 

(g) and wherein said apparatus is designed to allow air into said apparatus, said cap 
comprising an nit vent a hole for air T such that when the user sucks through said 
spout, liquid passes through said opening and out of said spout, and air passes 
through said vent hole for air and into said apparatus^ 

(b) and wherein said apparatus comprises a flow bridge, said flow bridge being a barrier 
above said flexible material which blocks_said flexible material from moving beyond 
a maximum disrance after said flexible mate rial rises off of said blocking elemenL 
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Response to Notice of Allowance of 04/07/2005 

72. (Previously Presented) A method as claimed in claim 71, wherein said opening is a hole. 

73. (Previously Presented) A method as claimed in claim 71, wherein said opening is a slit 

74. (Previously Presented) A method as claimed in claim 71, wherein said apparatus further 
comprises a valve holder, said valve holder being separable from said cap and being 
dimensioned to fit snugry into said cap. 

75. (Currendy Amended) A method as claimed in claim 71, wherein said flexible material of said 
valve comprises a sidewall pmUun uTmatem i having a first thickness, and wlieieiu (lie 
comprises a center area of said flexible iiralciial which s c ab against said bluikiiig e leumnt is 
piuvidcd widi a thickness uf material which is greater than said first thickness. 

76. (Previously Presented) A method as claimed in claim 71, wherein said spout of said cap is 
soft, and wherein said cap further comprises a hard section for attachment to a cup. 

77. (Currendy Amended) A method as claimed in claim 71, wherein said apparatus further 
comprises: 

(a) a valve holder, said valve holder being separable from said cap and being 
dimensioned to fit snugly into said cap; 

(b) wherein said flexible material of said valve comprises a sidewall puiliuu uf l i iater rai 
having a first thickness, and wherein th e comprises a center area of said flexible 
material which seals against bald blocking element is piuvided with a thickness of 
material which is greater than said first thickness; 

(c) and wherein said apparatus comprises a cup, and said cup is hard. 

78. (Previously Presented) A method as claimed in claim 71, wherein said apparatus is provided 
for drinking by a child* and to prevent accidental spilling of liquid by the child. 

79. (Previously Presented) A method as claimed in claim 71, wherein said apparatus comprises a 
cup. 

80. (Previously Presented) A method as claimed in claim 77, wherein said apparatus is provided 
for drinking by a child, and to prevent accidental spilling of liquid by the child. 
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81 . (Previously Presented) A method as claimed in claim 77, wherein said spout of said cap is 
soft, and wherein said cap further comprises a hard section for attachment to a cup. 

82. (Currently Amended) A method, comprising; 

(a) providing a no-spill drinking apparatus, said apparatus being provided for a user to 
drink liquid out of, and to prevent accidental spilling of liquid by the user; 

(b) said no-spill drin king apparatus comprising a cap, said cap comprising a spout, said 
cap being provided for the user to drink liquid from said spout, and to prevent 
spilling of liquid out of said spout when the user is not drinking from said spout; 

(c) said cap comprising a valve, said valve comprising a flexible material, said flexible 
material comprising an opening therein; 

(d) said apparatus comprising a blocking element below said flexible material; 

(e) wherein said opening of said flexible material rests against said blocking element 
when the user is not drinking from said spout; 

(£) and wherein said flexible material rises off of said blocking element, unblocking said 
opening, when the user sucks through said spout to drink from said spout; 

(g) wherein said flexible material comprises the shape of a bowl, said bowl having a top 
and a bottom, said opening being located in said bottom, said bowl being initially 
upright when said opening rests against said blocking element; 

(h) and wherein said flexible material begins to invert when the user sucks through said 
spout, such that said bottom of said bowl moves toward said top of said bowl, with 
said opening in said bottom moving toward said top of said bowl, to allow liquid to 
exit through said opening; 

(i) and wherein said cap further comprises mi Jj. ii venl a Hole for air, such that when the 
user sucks through said spout, liquid passes through said opening and out of said 
spout, and air passes through said aii vent hole for air and into said apparatus. 
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83. (Previously Presented) A method as claimed in claim 82, wherein said opening is a hole. 

84. (Previously Presented) A method as claimed in claim 82, wherein said opening is a slit. 

85. (Previously Presented) A method as claimed in claim 82, wherein said apparatus further 
comprising a valve holder, said valve holder being separable &om said cap and being 
dimensioned to fit snugly into said cap. 

86. (Currcndy Amended) A method as claimed in rlqim 82, whetcin said flexible material of said 
valve comprises a aidcwall poiriuu uf UMlmial having a first thickness, and wherein die 
comprises a center area of said flexible material wlikli sea l s against said blinking cfemeat ib 
provided with a thickness of materia ! which is greater than said first thickness. 

87. (Previously Presented) A method as claimed in claim 82, wherein said spout of said cap is 
soft, and wherein said cap further comprises a hard section for attachment to a cup. 

88. (Currently Amended) A method as claimed in claim 82, wherein said apparatus further 
comprises: 

(a) a valve holder, said valve holder being separable from said cap and being 
dimensioned to fit snugly into said cap; 

(b) wherein said flexible material of said valve comprises a sidewall portion uf mat e ria l 
having a first thickness, and wliexeiu l ire comprises a center area of s aid fl e xible 
mat e rial which s e als against said blocking elemem is pxuvided with a thickness of 
material which is greater than said first thickness; 

(c) and wherein said apparatus comprises a cup, and said cup is hard. 

89. (Previously Presented) A method as claimed in claim 82, wherein said apparatus is provided 
for drinking by a child, and to prevent accidental spilling of liquid by the child. 
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90. (Previously Presented) A method as claimed in claim 88, wherein said apparatus is provided 
for drinking by a child, and to prevent accidental spilling of liquid by the child* 

91 . (Previously Presented) A method as claimed in claim 88, wherein said spout of said cap is 
soft, and wherein said cap further comprises a hard section for attachment to a cup- 

92. (Previously Presented) A method as claimed in claim 82, wherein said apparatus comprises a 
cup. 

93. (Currently Amended) A method as claimed in claim 82, wherein said apparatus further 
comprises: 

(a) a valve holder, said valve holder being separable from said cap and being 
dimensioned to fit snugly into said cap; 

(b) wherein said flexible material of said valve comprises a sidewall puiUuu uf maternd 
having a first thickness, and wheieiu die comprises a center area of said fieAiblc 
ma t erial vvliiik seals agakibl said blocking element is piuv ided widi a thickness uf 
material which is greater than said first thickness; 

(c) and wherein said spout of said cap is soft, and said cap further comprises a hard 
section for attachment to a cup. 

94. (Currently Amended) A method as claimed in claim 71, wheieiii baid ail vwiL cumpiii.es a 
hule which is upeu un die bullum, and which, uu dii uppusiiig side merges imu g suifcm uf 
.< ai * 4 r. * p w^-win *a | d flexible material b egins tr> invert when the user sucks through said 
spout . 

95. (Currcndy Amended) A method as claimed in claim 77, wherein &«ad air vent luujpiina a 
hul e wliidi ih up e n ua die bu ltu in, and which, on die opposing side uieLg e s iilto a surfac e of 
said cap claim 72. wherein said flexible material begins to invert when the user sucks throug h 
said spout . 
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96. (Currently Amended) A method as claimed in daini B2, ivlicuin amid a ii veal Luiupiisi^ a 
hole wliidi is upen uu die bullimi, and whiih, uu the opposing aide mngi^ imu a smfait of 
^l-rrrp rkim 7 ft. wherein said flexible material begi ns to invert when die user sucks through 
said spout 

97. (Currently Amended) A method as claimed in claim 07, wheiem said ah veal u juipiiscsa 
liuk. ivliiLii i* upm uu die botluui, and wliidi, uju die uppusing gade merges iulu a suifau- uf 
iu? . 1 i gp ^loitr, 74 , wWein said flexible material begins to invert when the use r sucks throug h 
$aj4 spout. 

98. (Currendy Amended) A method as claimed in ilaiia 00, mheicia said all vim luuipiiscsa 
hule winch i& up e n uu die buuum, and whidi, uu dm uppusiug side merge* intu a suifait uf 
vaid tap claim 75. wherein said flexible ma ferial begins to invert when the us e r sucks through 
said spout. 

99. (Currendy Amended) A method as claimed in ilaiai 91 , wh e rein said ak v eal lunipiisefr a 
h ole wluih is open oa die bottom; and wldUi, on the uppubhig bide m e rges iulu a surface of 
va\i) cap rlflitn 76, wherein said flexible material begins co inver t when the user sucks through 
3ai4 spp\u> 

100. (Currendy Amended) A method as claimed in ilaim 71 , whciein said apparatus luiuprises a 

i coss=faan ■ ontai I with said flexible '""^'^ rfatm 77, w herein said flexible material beg ins 
to invert when the user sucks through said spout . 

101. (Currendy Amended) A method as claimed in daim 77, wh e rein said apparatus lumprises a 
cross-bar in contact widi said flexible material claim 78. wherein said flexible material beg ins 
to invert when the user sucks through said spout 
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Serial No. 10/001,257 filed 11/27/2001 
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102. (Currently Amended) A method as claimed in claim 82, wheiciii said apparatus iumjjiis>es> a 
nuss-bai in contact widi baid flexible malarial claim 79. wherein said flexible material beg ins 
to invert when th e user suck? through said spout 

1 03. (Currendy Amended) A method as claimed in \h\ i u 07, wbciein said apparatus luiupiibib a 
i_iug,a-b,u in luiiUlL widt said flexible material claim 80. wherein said flexible material beg ins 
to invert when the user sucks through said spoqt 

104. (Currently Amended) A method as claimed in clakii 00 , whcicin said apparatus lumpJUbus a 
cio s s-bar in contact with said flexible material claim 71. wherein said apparatus further 
comprises a second valve» said second valve comprising a second openin g and a second 
blocking element, wherein said second blocking element blocks the fl™ *r r>f ai r through said 
second opening when the user is not sucking at said spout/ and wherein said second opening 
is unblocked to allow air to pass through said second opening when the user sucks at said 
spout 

105. (Cutrendy Amended) A method as claimed in claim 91 wherein said apparatus luinpiibes a 
cross=bai in contact with said flexible materisd claim 77. wherein said apparatus further 
comprises a second valve, said second valve comprising a second opening and a second 
blocking element wherein said secon d blockin g element blocks the flow A f <yr thr ough said 
second op ening when the user is not sucking at said spout and wherein said second opening 
is unblor lc^H fa* allow air to pass through said second open ing wh en theuser sucks at said 
spout 

106. (Currendy Amended). A method as claimed in daim 94, wherein said - appaiatub comprises a 
Huss-bai in mulaul with said flexible material claim 80. wherein said apparatus further 
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Serial No. 10/001,257 filed 11/27/2001 

Amendment dated July 7 y 2005 

Response to Notice of Allowance of 04/07/2005 

comprises a second valve, said second valve comprising a second opening and a second 
blocking element, wherein said second blocking element blocks the flow of air through said 
second opening when the user is not sucking at said spout and wherein said s econd opening 
is unblocked to allow air to pass through said second opening when the user sucks at said 
Spout. 

107. (Currently Amended) A method as claimed in chum 95, wherein said appaialoii luiupii^b a 
CTO5S=fegi in crmfgri willi said flexible material claim 82» wherein said apparatus further 
comprises a second valve* said second valve comprising a second ope ning smc l a second 
blockitigig.letnent. wherein said second blocking element blocks the flow of ai r through said 
second opening when the user is not sucking at said spout, and wherein said second opening 
is unblocked to allow air to pass through said second opening when the user sucks at said 
spout . 

108. (Currently Amended} A method as claimed in iUun 96, wlici e in said apparatus comprises a 
nuss-bai iu contact with said flexible ma t erial claim 88. wherein said apparatus norther 
comprises a second jyalve^ said second valve comprising a second opening and a second 
blocking element, wherein said second blocking element blocks the flow of air through said 
second opening when the user is not sucking at said spouts and wherein said second opening 
is unblocked to allow air to pass through said second opening when the user sucks at said 
spout . 

109. (Currently Amended) A method as claimed in i,1ni i ii97 wherein said appamtub louipri&cs A 
nus;,-bai in conuil wilL &aid flcAible material claim 93. wherein said apparatus further 
comprises a second valve, said second valve comprising a second opening and a second 
blocking element, wherein said second blocking clement blocks the flow of air through said 
second opening when the user is not sucking at said spout and wherein said second opening 
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is unblocked to allow air to pass through said second op ening when the user sucks at said 
spout 

110. (Currendy Amended) A method as claimed in claim 9 8 wlteiein said appamu!, iuiiipmi» a 
uoss-Imi in lui i im ! w it h sAd flcjdblc inaLciial claim 94. wherein said a pparatus further 
comprises a second valve, said second valve comprising a second opening and a second 
blocking element, wherein said second blocking element blocks the flow of air through said 
second opening when the user is not sucking at said spout, and whe r ein said second opening 
is unblocked to allow air to pass through said second opening when the user sucks at said 
spout 

111. (Currendy Amended) A method as claimed in dailu 9 9 wli e tein mid appmaius romprises"a 
iruss-bai in miimil witli said flexible luatctial claim 1 00. wherein said apparatus further 
comprises a second valve, said second valve comprising a second opening and a second 
blocking element, wherein said second blocking element blocks the flow of air through said 
second opening when the user is n ot sucMn g at said spout, and wherein said second opening 
is unblocked to allow air to pass through said second opening when the user sucks at said 
spout 

112. (Currendy Amended) A method as claimed in iLuiii 71, wliciein said apparatus cuinpiih e y a 
T-bhap ed openi rrg claim 101. wherein said apparatus further comprises a second valve, said 
second valve comprising a second opening and a second blocking element wherein said 
second blocking element blocks the flow of air through said second opening when the user 
is not sucking at said spout, and wherein said second opening is unblocked to allow air to 
pass through said second opening when the user sucks at said spout. 
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113. (Currently Amended). A method as claimed in daim 82, wlieieiii said appamlus furdi r i 

mmpii&cj, a T-blmpcd upenin^ claim 104. wherein said second opening is smaller than said 
opening of said flexible material . 



114. (Currently Amended) A method as claimed in ilaini 94, wherein hdid appaialm, fuidm 

r. o mp r k rg- u ¥=shapgd opening gjaim 1 05. wherein said second opening is smaller than said 
opening of said flexible material 



115. (Currently Amended) A method as claimed in daim 96, wheiuiii &aid appaialiis fuidier 

cumpiiscfr a T-slmped opening claim, 1 06. wherein said second opening is smaller than said 
opening of said flexible material . 



116- (Currendy Amended) A method as claimed in cfeam 100, whciciu said appargtns fmdiui 

miiipiises a T-shaped opening claim 1 07. wherein said second opening is smaller than said 
opening of said flexible matenal. 



117. (Currendy Amended) A method as claimed in claim 102, wherein said appanrtos farther 

lumuiiAL* a T-fcliApiLd opening claim 10ft wW P m *»\A *^r»nH ^nin f jg f ™r\<tr than said 
npfrntnp nf * <dd flexible material . 



118. (Currendy Amended) A method as claimed in dann 111) wherein said apparatus farther 

compris e* a T-shaped upmiing claim 109, wherein said second opening is smaller than said 
opening of said fl*»vihl*> fnp^riol 



119. (New) A method as claimed in claim 110, wherein said second opening is smaller than said 
opening of said flexible materiaL 
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120. (New) A method as claimed in claim 111, wherein said second opening is smaller than said 
opening of said flexible material. 



121. (New) A method as claimed in claim 112, wherein said second opening is smaller than said 
opening of said flexible material. 
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